The December 2009 issue of JAPNA marks the completion of 4 years in my role as editor. The time has passed very quickly, not without episodes of frustration, angst, and pessimism, as well as joy, success, and pride. The past years have been very fruitful. Marked by hard work of many constituentsincluding the many authors who stuck with us as we worked together to bring their work to publication; the reviewers who very generously devoted precious time and effort to ensure the highest quality of our journal; the editorial board whose vision led to new columns, focused issues, and a greater rate of manuscript submission; the APNA presidents, executive boards, and executive director who provided endless support during the trying as well as successful times; and the many Sage staff who provided guidance and direction-JAPNA has not only endured but has also grown and strengthened.
This December 2009 issue marks an important milestone in JAPNA's development. Four years ago, in my first editorial titled "Transitions!" I put forth a lofty goal. I stated, My primary goal is to elaborate and strengthen JAPNA as the key vehicle for dialogue and discourse among PMHN clinicians, theorists, and scientists. The foundation of this transition is the commitment to the view that quality psychiatric and mental health nursing care is dependent on our collaboration and cooperation.
In this issue, the evidence of our growing collaboration and cooperation is clear. It is with enthusiasm and pride that I announce that the dialogue and discourse among JAPNA's many constituents has begun! Discourse and dialogue are evident in several new features included in this issue. Perhaps most important among the changes in this issue is a feature titled "Letters to the Editor." Since our last issue, three letters were sent to me and are published in this issue. The letters reflect the voices of our membership. Important voices that make heard the many and diverse perspectives that must be listened to and addressed as psychiatric nursing plots its course for the future. In her letter, Dr. Colleen Corte points out the bind that junior faculty face as they select journals for publication of their study findings. Because of academic requirements for promotion, tenure, or continued federal funding, she argues that journal selection must be driven by more than dissemination for practice. She points out that the quandary is clear, but an acceptable solution is currently less evident. Dr. Rosedale writes in support of the view that efforts must be directed toward moving research findings into practice and articulates an interesting set of historical factors that may impede psychiatric and mental health nursing from doing so. Finally, but perhaps most significantly, Ms. Debra Schuhow wrote that practicing nurses want to deliver the most effective evidence-based treatments to their patients but need assistance in the translation of research reports into practical knowledge that can be implemented at the bedside. Ms. Schuhow's letter is distinguished in that it brings the important but often underrepresented voice of the practicing nurse into our dialogue.
The second new feature in this issue of JAPNA was initiated by the Research Council members at their meeting at the APNA Annual Conference in Charleston. At that meeting, members of the Council agreed to assume responsibility for writing a clinical translation piece for each issue of JAPNA. Beginning with this issue, one research article in each issue will be accompanied by a clinical translation article. The translation articles will describe the research question, methods, and findings in nontechnical language. In addition, the implications of the findings for clinical practice will be discussed. In this issue, the article titled "The Impact of Opening a Smoking Room on Psychiatric Inpatient Behavior Following Implementation of a Hospital-Wide Smoking Ban" is accompanied by a translation piece written by Dr. Daryl Sharp and me. I am hopeful that the commitment of the Research Council will result not only in the inclusion of a translation piece in each issue but also a lively dialogue among those who generate the knowledge and those who use scientific findings to direct their patient care.
The third new feature that you will find in this issue is a commentary written in response to an original article and the author's rebuttal. In this issue, Dr. Jodi Prochaska wrote a commentary titled "Ten Critical Reasons for Treating Tobacco Dependence in Inpatient Psychiatry" in response to the smoking room article. This series of articles offers us a real-world glimpse of the challenges and barriers that are encountered as mental health care professionals move to make smoking cessation interventions a routine component of patient care. This public discourse provides the opportunity to consider in detail not only critical knowledge related to tobacco use and cessation in our patients but also the real-world barriers that must be addressed to enable timely, uniform implementation. At this point in JAPNA's development, the feature article-commentaryrebuttal format is unlikely to appear in each issue. However, the format remains an important goal for the future. This feature requires that manuscripts are available for an issue several months prior to publication to allow sufficient time for selection of commentary authors and original author rebuttal. However, the publication of this series in the December 2009 issue enables us to imagine the possibilities for the future including an original research report; followed by three commentaries written by a practicing nurse, an educator, and another scientist involved in the topical area; and the original author's response! Together we have work to do to be able to include this format as a regular feature, but the initiative is launched. We are now one step closer! The final new feature included in this issue is a status report on the work of the Tobacco Dependence Council. This Council was formed in spring 2009 to ensure that JAPNA's commitment to the smoking cessation initiative is reflected in the structure of the organization. Although important in its own right, the Tobacco Dependence Council update demonstrates how JAPNA can function to support APNA initiatives and active membership involvement. Through timely publication of consensus paper, resolutions, and initiative updates, members will not only have the opportunity to remain informed but also to become active voices as issues take shape and strategies for solutions are formed.
Four years ago, I set out the goal that "through JAPNA, feelings of connection and communication with others in the specialty will be strengthened, interaction will increase and our confidence in the utility of our theory and research and the quality of our practice will flourish and grow." Connection, communication, and a new level of interaction are apparent in this issue. An important milestone in JAPNA's development has been reached. This milestone marks the beginning of what hopefully will become an era of active dialogue and discourse as we all work together to improve the quality of psychiatric care and the quality of life of those afflicted with mental disorders Karen Farchaus Stein, PhD, RN, FAAN Editor
